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modern logical problems with a mastery of Aristotle's scattered and partly 
incoherent utterances. Dr. Maier meets these essential demands in an emi- 
nent degree, and we have reason to anticipate from this work so ably begun 
something like an authoritative statement and criticism of Aristotle's logical 
theory. 

It is manifestly impossible, in so brief a notice, to single out particulars 
for criticism. I shall therefore content myself with a general objection 
which may help to characterize the author's method. Hitherto the prevail- 
ing error in the interpretation of Aristotle's logic has been that of seeking 
to deduce the logic from his metaphysics. The utter impossibility of doing 
so without a flagrant disregard of Aristotle's own statements and the fair 
inferences from his argumentation, Dr. Maier has abundantly demonstrated. 
He thus sums up in part the results of his first volume : "The logical types 
of the judgment are arrived at by a logical empiricism which proceeded 
from the data of language and sought to discover in its forms their logical 
content. These types at the same time represent real relations : herein 
resides their truth and logical validity. Nevertheless they are not based 
upon metaphysical principles. The judgment of possibility alone is dis- 
tinctly referred to metaphysical potentiality ; but even this connection has 
no ulterior significance for logical theory. Consequently, the logico-onto- 
logical differences between forms of the judgment do not coincide with meta- 
physical differences " (pp. 2.12 ff.~). We thus see that the author has been 
chiefly interested in defining the relations between the logic and the meta- 
physics of Aristotle ; the relations which might possibly be found to exist 
between the logic and his psychology receive absolutely no attention. And 
yet all would admit, I fancy, that the psychological presuppositions of the 
philosopher, which are largely the expression of his historical position, 
must have exercised on his thought a more potent because intangible influ- 
ence than any formal pronouncement on ultimate reality. Besides, the very 
point Dr. Maier endeavors to establish could be satisfactorily disposed of, 
if he showed, what may be readily done, that Aristotle's views on logic were 
fully matured before he arrived at the most distinctive features of his meta- 
physics. Dr. Maier's discussion and criticism move upon a purely logical 
plane, as complacently as if the current efforts to attain a psychological 
logic were wholly unknown to him. Yet, in spite of this fact, the author's 
clear statement and unfailing judgment have produced a work deserving of 
high praise, a work the remaining volumes of which we look forward to 
with impatience. w . A _ H eidel. 

The Ethics of John Stuart Mill. Edited with Introductory Essays by 
Charles Douglas, M.A., D.Sc, Lecturer and Assistant in Moral 
Philosophy in the University of Edinburgh. Edinburgh and London, 
William Blackwood & Sons, 1897. — pp. cxxvi, 233. 

The purpose of this volume is thus described by the author, whose admir- 
able little work, John Stuart Mill: A Study of his Philosophy, was noticed 
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in this Review (vol. iv, p. 572) : — "This edition of Mill's chief ethical 
writings is designed for the use of those who are beginning the study 
of moral science, and has been prepared in the belief that there is no 
better introduction to this subject than an accurate knowledge of Mill's 
ethical theory. ... It is very important that the student should approach 
the problems of moral experience in a treatment of them which main- 
tains the human interest of the subject, rather than in purely technical 
discussions, in which this interest may not appear to those who have not 
learned their importance ; and Mill's simplicity, his seriousness, the fervor 
of his appreciation of morality, and his largeness of outlook, help to 
make his work a real introduction to ethical studies. That his errors 
are not the least instructive part of his writings is one of the many 
good results of his singular and unfailing candor." Thinking it un- 
fortunate that the student's attention should be limited to the ethical state- 
ment of the Utilitarianism, " divorced from the conception of the method 
of ethical science by which Mill's work as a moralist is determined," 
Dr. Douglas has " prefaced the Utilitarianism by the chapters from his 
System of Logic in which that conception is chiefly set forth. It has also 
seemed desirable to give an opportunity of supplementing the knowledge of 
Mill's ethics which is to be gained from a study of these chapters, and of 
Utilitarianism, by quoting, as footnotes and appendices, passages from his 
other writings, which corroborate, supplement, or correct the statements 
of the text. It is hoped that in this way a reasonably complete account 
of Mill's ethical theory is presented. . . . The Introductory Essays, 
on Mill's theory of method, are intended to guide the student in his inter- 
pretation and criticism of the ethical writings, and to connect these writings 
with Mill's philosophy as a whole, and with his place in the development of 
speculation " (Preface). The Essays are entitled " Ethics and Induction," 
" Ethics and Psychology," and " Ethics and Morality." There is also an 
" Analysis," by the editor, of the chapters quoted from Mill. (Review will 
follow.) 

Die entwicklungstheoretische Idee socialer Gerechtigkeit. Eine Kritik 
und Erganzung der Socialtheorie Herbert Spencers. Von J. M. Bosch. 
Zurich, Verlag von E. Speidel, 1896. — pp. 247. 

The readers of Mr. Spencer's attacks on the great ' political fetish ' of 
our age, so-called paternalistic legislation, have probably noticed with sur- 
prise the assurance with which he affirms that the conditions required for 
human evolution will be supplied under the rSgime of laissez-faire. It is 
true that his doctrine of individual rights is put forward as a rigorous 
deduction from the fundamental principle of justice, any extended inter- 
ference with which, we are informed, will inevitably bring the evolutionary 
process to a standstill. Nevertheless the contrast between this fine theory 
and the facts observable in those societies whose members are most ' free 
to do what they will,' is so glaring that one can scarcely understand how it 



